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Solid waste disposal is a big challenge in the region. 
Consider the case of Benin: every year the country’s 
major cities produce 480 000 tons of waste but only 
10% of this is  actually collected and managed. (And 
when waste is collected the improper way in which it 
is managed ends up causing more pollution hazards, 
especially to ground water). In Abidjan, for instance, 
the only waste dump, Akouédo, receives between 
2,000 and 2,500 tons of waste per day but no meas-
ures are put in place to protect the environment and 
the underground waters. Across the region’s sprawl-
ing urban communities and cities, this problem is a 
typical occurrence.
The key problem has been the inability of the public 
authorities to collect garbage. This has  led to the use 
of private collectors who charge door-to-door fees to 
collect waste. However this  is an option that is not 
available for most poor who are unable to a�ord 
these collection fees. Lagos is a classic example, 
where 91% of residents – who live on $1.25 – cannot 
a�ord the cost of private waste collection at $2 per 
month.
As a result residents usually resort to waste dumping, 
burning, and burying especially in slums and this 
leads to environmental degradation and health prob-
lems.
To address the challenge of solid waste, various the 
initiatives are being pursued in the region. We 
explore a few below:

In Togo, a network of researchers, NGOs and farm-
ers are trying to promote decentralized compost 
heap districts in order to control the �ow of waste 
accumulated in intermediate dumps. A preliminary 
compost study in two areas of Lomé has been done 
with the University of Lomé. The results of the study 
show that the compost is competitive with the 
products currently used by farmers in the munici-
pality.

To overcome the problem of waste management in 
Benin, environment junior clubs (comprising of 
students) have received training on the protection 
of the environment with a focus on household 
waste management. Participants are taught how to 
sort household waste. The methodology used for 
training includes showing of �lms on solid waste 
management and pollution that might result from 
it.  Besides training, students also participate in  
cleanup sessions with the local people.  A Commu-
nity Radio is also used as a channel for Communica-
tion and Behavioral Change. The programs aims to 
make the students become ambassadors for the 
protection of the environment. It has been found 
that awareness among children has led to the 
awareness of parents about the harmful e�ects of a 
poor environmental management.

Faced with the environmental and sanitation chal-
lenge, the government of Benin is prepared to 
support an integrated and decentralized waste 
management program for the next 25 years. This is 
a national program aimed at a consistent and 
sustainable treatment of di�erent categories of 
waste produced by the socio-economic sectors.

In Guinea, the city of Conakry authorities recently 
launched an awareness campaign using places of 
worship. The campaign uses mosques and churches 
as a channel of communication against such 
"uncivil" behavior, and threaten to charge those 

Côte d'Ivoire has a project to professionalize the 
sector under the direction of ANASUR (the National 
Agency for Urban Sanitation). Under the project, 130 
pre-collectors in the district of Abidjan have been 
trained in the sorting and recycling of waste, risks 
related to the handling of waste and the creation of 
waste business value. It is also planned as part of this 
project, to support 2,000 households in waste 
sorting and equip the trained pre- collectors with 
trucks and other basic equipment. This is targeting 
the youth.
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